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Prayer Precept 
By Ruth Evangeline MacGregor 


ON’T pray unless you mean it, 
D For He who hears all prayer 
Will surely send the answer; 

So pray, my friend, with care! 


If you ask God for patience, 
The answer, possibly, 

Would come in tedious hours 
That stretch unendingly. 


Your prayer for understanding 
And love of fellow man 

May well result in suffering 
According to God’s plan. 


But if you long to serve Him, 
Submit in earnest prayer, 

And you'll reap countless blessings 
You never dreamed were there. 


me 
Prayer Saves Time 


Time spent in prayer saves time. 
Not that we can be praying all the 
time, nor does God expect us to. There 
is a time for prayer and a time for 
action. After the defeat of the Israel- 
ites at Ai, Joshua and the elders ago- 
nized in prayer before God; but when 
they had been there long enough the 
Lord said to Joshua, “Get thee up; 
wherefore liest thou thus upon thy 
face?” (Josh. 7:10.) Then He outlined 
for him a plan of action. The relations 
between prayer and its results and 
action and its results are not equal, 


for “prayer moves the arm of God,” 
and we work infinitely more slowly 
and less effectively with our heads and 


hands. When we give the first part 
of the day to Bible reading and prayer, 
we get our own hearts into tune with 
God and we can thén work more 
smoothly and efficiently. It is like the 
tuning of an instrument before the sym- 
phony that there may be no discord. 
As we wait before God, He may point 
out to us sins that need to be confessed 
and forgiven, weaknesses that need to 
be overcome, failures that need to be 
corrected, and when these are made 
right we are ready for His use. As we 
consciously cast our cares upon Him, 
our minds are relieved of the burden 
of our own troubles and set free for deal- 
ing with the problems of our own work 
or those of .others who may come to us 
for help. Years ago the writer saw a 
string of loaded canoes grounded by 
shallow water in a stream in Maine. 
When the gate in a dam a couple of 
miles above them was raised a rush of 
water came down, and it lifted the 
canoes off the gravel easily and carried 
away a lot of debris. So it is in prayer: 
God cleanses our hearts and lifts our 
burdens. As we come to Him in prayer 
it is like the lifting of the gate, which 
allows the abundant supply of the river 


= 


of the Water of Life to flow into our 
lives. In fact, it is not a bad thing to 
be “grounded” sometimes by our bur- 
dens in order that we may be forced to 
stop, go to our knees, and seek a fresh 
supply of God’s grace. It takes plan- 
ning and prayer to make time for prayer 
in our busy schedules, in order that 
we may make room for it and that our 
Adversary may not deprive us of it; and 
we shall soon prove that the value is 
far above the cost. We know we can 
count upon the Holy Spirit to help us in 
our prayer (“Likewise the Spirit also 
helpeth our infirmities: for we know 
not what we should pray for as we 
ought”—Rom, 8:26); but have we asked 
Him to help us exercise the necessary 
ingenuity and will power to find time 
and take time to pray? He is ready 
and willing to do that also, no matter 
how crowded our schedules may be, for 
prayer is fundamental and’ should have 
priority. In one of his lovely poems 
on prayer, William Cowper quaintly 
says: 

Prayer makes the darken'’d cloud with- 

draw, 
Prayer climbs the ladder Jacob saw, 


Gives exercise to faith and love, 
Brings every blessing from above. 
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Thou Art the Manl 


By Mildred H. Corbett 


<<“ HOU art the man.” The ring- 
ing accusation must have struck 


the heart of David with the - 


force of a thunderbolt and reverberated 
through his shocked senses. 

The Prophet Nathan had been telling 
David the story of the man with the one 
ewe lamb which he loved as a child, and 
of how the beloved pet had been taken 
from him by his wealthy neighbor to 
provide refreshment for an unexpected 








Comfort for Dark Days 


“Therefore turn thou to thy 
God: keep mercy and judgment, 














and wait on thy God continually” 
(Hos. 12:6). 








guest, although the unwilling host 
owned great flocks and herds. David's 
anger was kindled against the selfish 
one and his sympathy went out to the 
one who grieved for his slain pet. But 
the prophet said, “Thou art the man,” 
and with this denunciation delivered 
in full the condemnation of God for 
the sin which was eating out the heart 
of the king. Psalm 51 shows us the out- 
pouring of David's heart to God in re- 
pentance for his sin, his pleading for 
forgiveness and,cleansing and for resto- 
ration to communion with God. “Create 
in me a clean heart, O God; and renew 
a right spirit within me” is his plea. 
The sin did not go unpunished, but the 
sinner was forgiven and restored to 
fellowship. Solomon, David’s wise son, 
had great kingly endowments, but he 
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never reached the place of repentance 
and in his old age looked back upon 
his life as “vanity of vanities” (Eccles. 
1:2). 

David had no difficulty whatsoever 
in recognizing the evil that the wealthy 
man had done to his neighbor, but his 
own sin was not so easily acknowledged. 

Human nature hasn’t changed since 
David’s day and we Christians still find 
it easier to see and judge the faults and 
sins of others than those in our own 
lives. 

The woman who criticizes others for 
gossiping is herself sinning in the same 
manner. One who condemns another 
for pride is probably guilty of the sin 
of self-righteousness. The truly humble 
man does not recognize in himself the 
humility for which he longs, but ivoks 
upon his own failures rather than upon 
those of others. 

A parent may blame a child for fail- 


ures and faults that are simply reflec-: 


tions of the same in the father or 
mother. Church members may blame 
the pastor for the lack of growth in the 
church when the fault may lie in the 
lack of prayer by the members for the 
pastor and in the lack of co-operation 
with the other workers of the church. 
One of. the greatest needs in the 
church today is power, Holy Spirit 
power in the lives of believers. It may 
be that we do not have this power be- 


Should Christians Watch 
Ballet Dancing? 


The articles in THe Sunpay ScHOOL 
Times about the tongues movement, 
and the origin of “Rock and Roll” 
were very timely for our city. Ata 
Union Church Service here, a lady 
suddenly broke out in a wild demon- 
stration of speaking in tongues, at the 
close of the service. . Your article 
came out at that time, and answered 
questions of disturbed people. 

Then rock and roll was much dis- 
cussed in the schools here. A mother 
was very thankful for your article, 
and saw that Her daughter read it. 

Now, there is another question. It 
is about ballet dancing. I have heard 
members of the church, supposedly 
Christians, say they see nothing wrong 
with this. dance. Surely the scanty 
dress and immodest poses are enough 
to stamp it as worldly amusement and 
dangerous to pure minds. I thought 
if there was information about its 
origin, it would be helpful, if you so 
desire to give it to us. I do not un- 
derstand how it can be placed along 
with classic art. But it is, and one is 
run in on our .concert series every 
few years. Both myself and some 
other Christians just stay home on 
those nights, and refuse to lend our 
memberships to allow someone else 
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cause we are unwilling to look into our 
own lives for the reason for our power- 
lessness. 

A related need is that of revival, true 
Holy Spirit revival in our lives and in 
our churches. Many of us sincerely 
long for revival and even pray for it. 
We wonder why the answer doesn’t 
come. Are we willing to have God say 
to us, “Thou art the man”—or the 
woman—who is blocking the pathway 
of power, who is hindering the revival 
blessings? 

Search your heart, Christian, and be 
certain that there is an open channel 
of prayer and communion between your- 
self and God, and that there is nothing 
between you and another person which 
mars your testimony and your witness 
for Christ. Then, as your own heart 
may be deceitful, ask God to search 
your heart and uncover any hidden 
thought, resentment, or secret sin. 

God may be waiting to bestow bless- 
ing upon our own lives, upon our 
churches, and upon others in need, if 
we are willing to place ourselves com- 
pletely in His hands—for His searching, 
His infilling of Holy Spirit power, and 
constant and unceasing revival in our 
own souls. What is your answer? 
“Thou art the man” may be a denuncia- 
tion of our sin, but God can also make 
it an appointment for blessing and 
service. 


Notes ON OPEN LETTERS 


to go; and we also tell the manage- 
ment how we feel. 

Thank you for all the good help 
your paper gives us in standing for 
the truth in the Bible, and standing 
against the evil—A Kansas reader. 


The same reasons that keep Christians 
away from the theater (or the “legiti- 
mate stage”) and the regular, com- 
mercial movies apply to the ballet. The 
Encyclopaedia Britannica defines it as “a 
performance in which dancing, music 
and pantomime are involved. The pres. 
ent acceptation of the word ballet is a 
theatrical representation in which a story 
is told only by gesture, accompanied 
by music.” Accompanying the article in 
the Britannica are two pages of pictures 
of male and female ballet dancers and 
several show women in scanty cloth- 
ing. They are, of course, professional 
actors, playing parts that are differ- 
ent from what the people themselves 
are in real life. “Catherine de Medici 
introduced these entertainments into 
France and spent large sums of money 
on devising performances to distract her 
son’s attention from the affairs of the 
state. .. .Lully was the first to make an art 
of the composition of ballet music and 
he was the first to insist on the admis- 
sion of women as ballet dancers, femi- 
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nine characters having hitherto been 
assumed by men dressed as women.” 
Throughout its history the ballet has 
been closely associated with the theater, 
and contortions and the display of the 
human body play a large part in it. 
It is a thoroughly worldly entertain- 
ment, and is a part of that system of 
which the Apostle John said, “Love not 
the world, neither the things that are in 
the world. If any man love the world, 
the love of the Father is not in him” 
(1 John 2:15). 

Dr. H. Clay Trumbull, Editor of THe 
Sunpay Scuoot Trmes for many years 
(1875-1903), wrote convincingly against 
the theater in a chapter entitled “Which 
Side of the Theater Door?” in his well- 
known book, “Border Lines in the Field 
of Doubtful Practices” (out of print). 
A few years ago this was reprinted in 
the Times (Nov. 15, 22, 29, Dec. 20, 1947). 
Dr. Trumbull said: 

“The objections more commonly urged 
against the theater are, that its exciting 
exhibit of the grosser passions; its dead- 
ening influence through the display of 
unreal crime and suffering and sorrow, 
and of simulated emotions; its fascina- 
tions and temptings by means of scenic 
effect and of inevitable accessories and 
accompaniments—are dangerous. and 
harmful to the purest-minded spec- 
tators, and tend to the permanent in- 
jury of those who are most susceptible 
to influences of evil. Nor are these ob- 
jections unworthy of the most serious 
consideration by the Christian moralist. 
Yet, as they have been questioned or 
qualified, or counted as exceptional and 
partial, or as possibly remediable, by 
intelligent Christian advocates of the 
theater, it is well to look back of them 
all, or helow them all, in order to rec- 
ognize a radical and sweeping objection 
to the institution of the theater at its 
best, in the inadmissibility of the very 
profession of a dramatic actor as right 
and proper, under any circumstances. 

“This chief and all-prevailing objec- 
tion to the theater is, that the profes- 
sion of an actor is in and of itself 
unnatural, baleful, and radically and uni- 
versally wrong; and that because this is 
s@® no change of controlling influences 
can make the institution which depends 
on and represents that profession an 
agency of substantial good, or worthy of 
Christian countenance and support, On 
the face of it, the profession of an actor 
stands all by itself in demanding of its 
votary that his main purpose and en- 
deavor shall be to seem what he is not, 
to appear something else than his real 
self; and herein lies the essential and 
irremediable evil of this profession.” 

He quoted critics, actors, and actresses 
against the theater. Fanny Kemble 
found acting “repulsive” to her best 
nature, “because it quenched the springs 
of natural emotion.” She said, “A busi- 
ness which is incessant excitement and 


(Continued on page 558) 
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Ill. Does the Road to Church Union Lead to Rome? 


Wayside signs that should be warnings 


to Christian pilgrims 


to the union of all churches need 

to look ahead to see where this 
quest for “a truly universal church” 
leads. The visible union of all believers 
is desirable, but a mixture of religions 
that destroys our faith in Christ cannot 
be tolerated by the believer. 

Babylon, the seat of man’s final apos- 
tasy, has been identified by many Bible 
expositors with Rome, the spiritual suc- 
cessor of the ancient Babylonian cult 
of the woman and the child. Revela- 
tion 17:9 points to the seven mountains, 
which evidently are the seven hills of 
Rome, as the seat of the system typified 
by the woman. As the true Church in 
Scripture is the chaste bride of Christ, 
so the false is appropriately identified 
as an unchaste woman. Her city stands 
in contrast with the bridal city (Rev. 
17:18; 21:9, 10). Babylon has her daugh- 
ters who have adopted her ways. On 
the basis of prophecy many Bible ex- 
positors have forecast the return of 
Protestantism to Rome and the rise of 
the Church of Rome to new power. Will 
she gain the ascendancy in the coming 
religious union to head the spiritual 
program of the Antichrist? 

Apart from Scripture there are signs 
that church union is leading Rome- 
ward. Ecumenical leaders have made it 
quite clear that union between Protes- 
tants and Greek and Roman Catholics 
is desirable, 

Converging Paths 

Dr. Marcus Bach of the State Univer- 
sity of Iowa School of Religion in an 
article in Better Homes and Gardens 
(October, 1956) observes that Protes- 
tants and Catholics are becoming more 
alike in their worship. He says, “Some 
day their paths may converge.” De- 
scribing a Protestant chapel on the cam- 
pus of the College of the Pacific, he 
comments: “I stood alone in the prayer- 
ful surroundings of this Methodist house 
of worship. The exquisite stained-glass 
windows, the altar with its crucifix and 
symbols, the votive light, and, particu- 
larly, the stations of the cross were paths 
that led not only to Epworth but to 
Rome. While I was there, a Catholic 
priest came in. He stood as I did, rev- 
erently and somewhat in awe. ‘What 
do you think of it?’ I whispered. ‘Beau- 
tiful!’ he said. Then in a mood of good 
feeling he added, ‘You know, I'd feel 
at home saying Mass here!’” 

Dr. Bach also points out that the con- 
fessional has made its way back into 
some Protestant churches. The divided 
chancel has become the popular trend, 


Teo tx who travel the broad road 


This is the third article in a series 
of four on dangers in modern Prot- 
estantism, by Mr. Price, director of 
the Oklahoma City Branch of the 
Bible Lovers’ League. He shows 
how the thinking of Modernistic 
theological writers has drifted into 
that cloudy area of many shades of 
gray which lie between the pure 
white of Scripture and the black of 
Satanic lies. On the right side he 
quotes Samuel J. Andrews, who sixty 
years ago foresaw, with divinely 
given vision, the departure from the 
faith that we are witnessing. In his 
last article, next week, Mr. Price will 
discuss this question: “Can the In- 
visible Church Produce Visible Re- 
sults?” 








The pulpit, formerly in the center be- 
cause the preaching of the Word was 
central to Protestant worship, is now 
moved to the side to make, way for the 
altar. Many observers have noted the 
liturgical trend and the strong emphasis 
on Lent and special days which has 
become popular in contemporary Prot- 
estantism. 

What will the church growing out of 
the broad ecumenical union believe? 
There are signs that it will go further 
than merely uniting the various 
churches of Christendom. Back in 1898, 
Samuel J. Andrews described the shape 
of things to come. Drawing on the pro- 
phetic Scriptures and noting the re- 
ligious signs of his time, he forecast 
the present trend. 

Andrews in his book, “Christianity 
and Anti-Christianity in Their Final 
Conflict,” 1 made this startling comment 
over fifty years ago: “These extracts, 
which might be many times multiplied, 
show how, under the attractive guise of 
a religion which shall embrace all men, 
and bind them into one great religious 
brotherhood, the way is preparing for 
the Antichristian Church. Starting 
with the principle that all men are alike 
the sons of God, and are sincerely striv- 
ing to find Him, all religions have a 
claim to recognition as having in them 
more or less of truth.” 

Andrews saw in the assembling of 
Hindus, Mohammedans, Buddhists, Con- 
fucianists, Christians, and others at the 
World’s Parliament of Religions in 1893 
in Chiéago, a significant sign of the times. 
Equally noteworthy was a Roman cardi- 





1“Christianity and Anti-Christianity in 
Their Final Conflict,” Revised and Popular 
Edition, Moody Press,. Chicago, 1937, 358 pp. 
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nal who commended it as “worthy of 
all encouragement and praise.” Protes- 
tant leaders voiced their approval, 
though there were voices of dissent 
raised as well. 

The preaching of divine sonship in 
every man and the consequent spiritual 
brotherhood of all men has led to the 
acceptance of Hinduism, Mohammedan- 
ism, and other religions on an equality 
with the Christian faith by the religious 
liberals who fathered the ecumenical 
movement. 

A clear example of the faith of the 
future universal church is found in Dr. 
Nels Ferre, theological professor at 
Vanderbilt University, speaker for ecl- 
menical gatherings, and special lecturer 
at leading Protestant theological schools, 
The influence of his work is widespread. 
“A prominent Protestant leader hails Dr. 
Ferre’s book, “The Sun and the Um- 
brella,”2 as the clue “for a truly uni- 
versa] Christianity.” 


The Actual Stumbling Block 
As Christ led us out of Jewish legal- 


-ism, Ferre, according to the parable that 


forms the basis for his book, would lead 
us out of the Christian faith of the New 
Testament to a new religious faith ac- 
ceptable to Jews, Hindus, Buddhists, 
and other non-Christian religions. If 
anyone wonders how Christ can be 
forced out of the church, he will find 
the answer here. Let Dr. Ferre tell it: 
“The actual stumbling block, however, 
is Christ. Jesus divides Christians from 
Jews. Some say this must be so until 
the Jews yield and accept Christ. Others 
hold this stumbling block to be a false 
offense which could be removed if 
Christians would only repent of their 
idolatry” (p. 108). Bluntly, he adds: 
“For any man to make the claim that 
he literally is the son of God, that God 
is in him personally, is thus blasphemy. 
The Jews had a right to reject Jesus 
on the basis of their own holiest faith 
and no one should blame them for be- 
ing horrified at his teachings” (p. 109). 

If Christians will abandon “the idol- 
atry” of worshiping Jesus, union of 
Christendom and Judaism can be con- 
summated. “The universal church of 
the Living God will then have as its 
proud branch the Jewish Church of 
Christ, or of the Living God” (p. 116). 

In like manner the union of Hindu- 
ism and Christianity may be effected. 
“In many areas of theoretical and prac- 





2“The Sun and the Umbrella.” By Nels F. 
S. Ferre. (Harper & Bros., New York 16; $2.) 


(Continued on page 557) 
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A Survey of Religious Life and Thought 


Encouragements and warnings from all the world 





to evangelism there is nothing in 

Christendom as important as the 
translation and distribution of the Scrip- 
tures. That is the reason reports on 
progress in this work are often given 
in these columns. The American Bible 
Society as of May 20 announces that 
the number of languages and dialects 
into which at least one book of the 
Bible has been translated passed the 
1,100 mark during 1956. The addition 
of seventeen languages last year has 
brought the tota] to 1,109. The entire 
Bible has been published in 210 lan- 
guages and dialects, the complete New 
Testament. in an additional 270, and at 
least one Gospel or one other book of 
the Bible in an additional 629 lan- 
guages. 

Complete Bibles were issued for the 
first. time last year in Bemba (spoken 
in northern Rhodesia), Nimbi Ijo (Ni- 
geria), and Marovo (Solomon Islands). 
There remain approximately one thou- 
sand langkages or dialects which have 
no written form, and in which no book 
of the Bible is available. 

There are 1,200 trained volunteer dis- 
tributors of the Scriptures in the United 
States alone, over 500 of whom are in 
the South. The American Bible Society 
last year supplied 268,417 copies of the 
New Testament to the United States 
armed forces. 

The April, 1957, issue of the Bible 
Translator, published by the United 
Bible Societies of London, contains an 
interesting supplementary paragraph: 

“The increased tempo of Bible trans- 
lating and revising is almost incredible. 
At the beginning of the Bible Society 
movement in 1804, when the British 
and Foreign Bible Society was founded, 
only 71 languages in the world had any- 
thing of the Scriptures, but this last year 
the combined efforts of all Bible soci- 
eties and publishing agencies passed the 
1,100 mark in the number of languages 
and dialects into which at least some 
of the Scripture had been published. In 
many ways this is a startling accom- 
plishment. However, the progress dur- 
ing the last one hundred and fifty years 
is by no means uniform. The nineteenth 
century witnesses some 450 new lan- 
guages receiving the Scriptures, ‘but 
the first half of the twentieth century 
increased this number by more than 
500 additional languages. This means 
that the tempo of production during 
the first half of the twentieth century 
was approximately twice that of the 
nineteenth century, including, of course, 
a very appreciable increase in revision 
and Old Testament translating—facts 


R ee evan of Bible Societies.—Next 


which are not reflected in the simple 
Statistics of new languages.” 


The Continuing World Crisis—In a 
concise and accurate summary of the 
last four decades of American history, 
Senator Flanders of Vermont made the 
following statement in the Senate on 
March 1: 

“We have before us and around us the 
continuing world crisis. This crisis has 
never ceased to surround us since the 
day when Archduke Ferdinand was shot 
in the streets of Sarajevo. At no time 
since that date has the continuing crisis 
been resolved. There have been- wars 
and military victories, but at no time 
for forty-three years has the world had 
peace. The ending of the two World 
Wars and the ending of the Korean 
struggle solved no problems.” ° 

The New Testament writers predicted 
that this would be exactly the situation 
at the end of the age—but how little 
our statesmen realized this when the 
twentieth century dawned in all of its 
then-thought-to-be millennial glory! 


Bishops for the Church of Scotland?— 
For some reason, the American journals 
and newspapers, to my knowledge, have 
not given any notice of a most critical 
situation confronting the Church of 
Scotland because of a report by an in- 
terim committee of discussions over a 
three-year period between representa- 
tives of the Church of England, the 
Church of Scotland, the Episcopal 
Church of Scotland, and the Presbyte- 
rian Church of England. The report 
daringly recommended that bishops, 
chosen by each Presbytery from its own 
membership or otherwise, be initially 
consecrated with the laying on of hands 
by bishops of one or more of the Epis- 
copal churches and by the Presbytery. 
Each bishop would be the president of 
the Presbytery and would act as its 
principal minister in every ordination 
and in the consecration of other bishops. 
He would exercise pastoral oversight 
over his fellow ministers in the Presby- 
tery and act as its spokesman to the 
committee. There is no mention of the 
status of the Moderator of the General 
Assembly. 

The report employs language’ that has 
become familiar to all of us, in docu- 
ments supporting these larger mergers: 
“The church cannot adequately fulfill 
its ministry of reconciliation in the 
world so long as it manifestly fails to 
heal and reconcile its own divisions.” 
The recommendation took the members 
of the Church of Scotland completely 
by surprise, and many of them are now 
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declaring that if this report is approved, 
it will mean the greatest upheaval and 
split in the Church of Scotland since 
the disruption of 1843. This plan rep- 
resents, of course, a complete abandon- 
ment of the Presbyterian principles laid 
down by John Knox at the time of the 
Reformation. 

An editorial in the London Daily 
Express, showing strong disapproval of 
this new movement, reminds the Angli- 
can Church that “proportionately, the 
Church of Scotland has four times as 
many communicants as the Church of 
England,” and adds, “Presbyterians may 
ask why they should give up what has 
proved vital and vigorous over the cen- 
turies.” 


Vain Repetitions—I did not know 
until watching a television program last 
month that our word patter, meaning to 
talk fluently, or glibly, or, as the Ox- 
ford Dictionary says, “to talk without 
much regard to sense or matter; to chat- 
ter, jabber, prattle,” derives from the 
Latin word paternoster. Paternoster is 
formed from the first two words of the 
Lord’s Prayer in Latin: pater meaning 
“Father,” and noster meaning “our”; 
thus its definition, “To repeat the Pater- 
noster or other prayer especially in a 
rapid, mechanical, or indistinct fashion: 
to mumble or mutter. one’s prayers.” 

This is certainly an apt illustration of 
what our Lord meant when He said that 
we were not to use “vain repetitions, 
as the Gentiles do: for they think that 
they shall be heard for their mych 
speaking” (Matt. 6:7). 


Evangelism in Universities. — The 
Inter-Varsity Christian Fellowship has 
recently conducted a series of evange- 
listic campaigns in a number of uni- 
versities in this country and in Canada, 
for which they were fortunate to have 
as principal speaker the Rev. John R. 
W. Stott, rector of All Souls, Lampham 
Place, London, a great center of evan- 
gelical activity and influence in the 
heart of the city. One of the most 
gifted preachers of Britain today, with 
academic honors from Cambridge, Mr. 
Stott has held evangelistic missions at 
Oxford and Cambridge. My own opin- 
ion is that Mr, Stott and Dr. Martyn 
Lloyd-Jones are exercising more influ- 
ence for Christ and the Word of God 
in the university life of Great Britain 
than any other two clergymen. Re- 
ports indicate that the results of the 
mission at Harvard and Yale were quite 


remarkable. 


The May issue of His reports that at 
the University of Michigan, the total 
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number of students going forward to 
receive Christ as Saviour during the 
week was forty-five, and at the Uni- 
versity of Illinois, twenty-seven. In 
other words, in these two schools, which 
have a total enrollment of forty thou- 
sand, less than one hundred persons 
were moved to confess Christ—and this 
under our finest Gospel preaching, by 
one who is accustomed to working with 
university students. Of course a num- 
ber of students on these campuses were 
already Christians, and let us give God 
thanks for these precious souls who 
courageously walked forward to ac- 
knowledge Christ as Saviour; but do not 
these figures indicate the great diffi- 
culty in winning university men and 
women to Christ today? They will be 
the leaders of our nation in the next 
generation. This means that we must 
support and pray for and encourage all 
such organizations as _ Inter-Varsity 
Christian Fellowship, Campus Crusade 
for Christ, and other independent 
groups which are truly presenting 
Christ and the Gospel, as I am afraid 
many denominational university centers 
are not. To me these campuses repre- 
sent one of the strongholds of unbe- 
lief that the Christian Church must far 
more earnestly assail. Thank God for 
men like Stacey Woods and Bill Bright, 
and their corps of workers, and others 
faithful in this task, who are giving 
their all to this difficult but very stra- 
tegic work. 


Christian Statistics—Some rather sur- 
prising. statistics on the Christian 
Church appeared in the June 8 issue of 
the Los Angeles Times. 

American Protestants support 23,500 
missionaries in one hundred countries, 
25 per cent more than in 1952. The 
Catholic Church has 5,000 American- 
born missionaries working abroad. \ 

But the relative number of Christians 
in the world has been dropping stead- 
ily for many years. In 1930, it was 
generally estimated that 37 per cent of 
the world’s population was Christian; 
in 1956, this had dropped to 30 per cent. 
Moreover, we should remember that 
millions designated as Christians in 
these surveys have had no experience 
with Jesus Christ at all and are con- 
sidered Christians only because they 
live in a so-called Christian land, as 
Italy, Spain, Portugal, etc. Pagan re- 
ligions are being revived in a most 
unexpected way. 


Jews in Russia—Jewry throughout 
the world recognizes that a fearful 
anti-Semitic uprising in Russia could 
occur at any time. A report of the 
Foreign Affairs Committee of the Board 
of Deputies, published in the Jewish 
Chronicle (London) for May 24, 1957, 
makes reference to the appalling de- 
pressed state of Jews living in Russia. 
While opportunities for Jewish emigra- 
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tion from Poland are available, this 
policy has not been repeated in other 
eastern European countries. 

“The Jewish Historical Society in 
Soviet Russia, which was very active in 
former years in carrying on resea 
work in Jewish history, has ceased to 
exist. There is no Jewish Literary So- 
ciety, there are no Jewish theaters, 
there are no “Jewish schools, and the 
younger generation has no means of 
learning Jewish history or understand- 
ing Hebrew or Yiddish except when the 
elders, if they still know these lan- 
guages, can teach them or arrange pri- 
vate lessons for them. The seminary 
which has just been given permission 
for training rabbis has now only twenty 
students.” 

The May 17 issue of the Chronicle 
carries the following statement of the 
chairman for the Zionist Society of In- 
ternational Affairs: “What is happening 
to the Jews in Russia is nothing else 
than spiritual genocide.” 


A Re-examination of the Social Gos- 
pel.—Dr. A. C. McGiffert, Jr., president 
of the Federated Faculties of the Di- 
vinity School of the University of Chi- 
cago, recently delivered an address be- 
fore the American Theological Society 
on the subject, “The Social Gospel Re- 
examined.” In considering the follow- 
ing excerpts from this address, it should 
be remembered that Dr. McGiffert’s 
father, distinguished historian and presi- 
dent of Union Theological Seminary, 
placed such emphasis on the social gos- 
pel that he. once wrote that if God was 
not a Democrat, they would get a God 
who was. 

The address, reported in the Register 
of the University of Chicago, contains 
some amazing confessions. For exam- 
ple, in speaking of one of the outstand- 
ing proponents of the social gospel, Dr. 
McGiffert says: “Rauschenbusch might 
be cited as another .illustration of the 
way in which a man, himself nour- 
ished on the solid spiritual fare of Ger- 
man pietism, transmitted to many of his 
disciples nothing but his exciting dis- 
coveries of the social gospel. The |at- 
ter became, however, a passion flower 
devoid of roots. 

“The Charles A. Briggs Graduate Pro- 
fessor of Ethics and Theology at Union 
Theological Seminary unwittingly ap- 
pears to have fallen into the same pro- 
phetic trap. One of his disciples, a re- 
cent graduate of that theological semi- 
nary, brought spiritual dismay and 
drought to the first congregation he 
served after leaving the seminary. His 
sermons were a thesaurus of synonyms 
for sin and guilt. Ninety-nine out of 
every one hundred words were nega- 
tive. Finally, unable to live on so 
monotonous and restricted a_ spiritual 
diet, one of his wise, older laymen spoke 
to the young minister to this effect: 
‘In the Psalms and in the Pauline Epis- 
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tles ‘the note of thanksgiving is fre- 
quently struck. Could you not lead the 
worshiping congregation in thanksgiv- 
ing, come next Sunday?’ Puzzled, the 
young disciple promptly and readily 
acquiesced. ‘O Lord,’ he started off in 
the main prayer of the Sunday sérvice, 
‘we thank Thee—that we can confess 
our sins.’” 


A World-Wide Rift in the World's 
Crust.—That at the end of the age, a 
time of, economic, nationalistic, and 
moral convulsions on this earth, there 
will also be an increase in the fre- 
quency and severity of earthquakes, 
both the Old and New Testament clearly 
affirm; see, for example, Ezekiel 37:7; 
Matthew 24:7; Revelation 6:12; 8:5; 11: 
13. In the light of this, how significant 
is a report in the Columbia Research 
News for March, 1957, under the title, 
“Discovered: a Major Rift in the Earth.” 

“In January, Columbia University 
geologists announced the discovery of a 
world-wide rift believed to have been 
caused by the pulling apart of the 
earth’s crust. The big rift traverses 
the floors of al] the oceans and comes 
briefly ashore on three continents in a 
system of apparently continuous lines 
45,000 miles long. 

“Throughout its vast length, the 
world-wide rift seems to be remark- 
ably uniform in shape, consisting of a 
central] valley or trench averaging 20 
to 25 miles in width and flanked on 
either side by 175-mile-wide belts of 
jagged mountains rising a mile or two 
above the valley. The peaks of the 
highest mountairis in the system are 
from 3,600 to 7,200 feet below the ocean’s 
surface, while the long undersea 
stretches of the rift valley itself lie from 
two to four miles down. In addition 
to being marked by its topography, the 
globe-girdling formation is the source 
of shallow earthquakes that are still 
going on along its entire length—an in- 
dication that, if the rift is due to a 
pulling apart of the earth’s crust, the 
geological feature is a young and grow- 
ing one.” 


The Pocket Testament League in 
Africa.—Mr. Victor B. Beattie of the 
Pocket Testament League (156 Fifth 
Avenue, New York 10) writes: “After 
months of prayer and a lot of hard 
groundwork, South Africa has finally 
opened up wide for the Pocket Testa- 
ment League. Even the prime minister 
has pledged in writing his personal en- 
dorsement ‘of the campaign, and it looks 
as though we will have open doors into 
the schools, colleges, and universities 
of the large cities. The Ministry of 
Native Affairs has given us permis- 
sion to enter the massive triba] reserva- 
tions where literally thousands upon 
thousands of Africans now live, similar 
to the Mau Mau prison camps of Kenya, 
but, we are told, even larger than 
these.” 
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LESSON 4. JULY 28. GIDEON, FOE OF PAGANISM 
Judges 6:1 to 8:28; printed text, 6:25-32 
Golden Text.—Thou shalt have no other gods before me.—Exod. 20:3 


Tue KInc JAMES VERSION 

Judges 6:25 And it came to pass the same night, that the 
Lorp said unto him, Take thy father’s young bullock, even 
the second bullock of seven years old, and throw down the 
altar of Baal that thy father hath, and cut down the grove 
that is by it: 

26 And build an altar unto the Lorp thy God upon the 
top of this rock, in the ordered place, and take the second 
bullock, and offer a burnt-sacrifice with the wood of the 
grove which thou shalt cut down. 

27 Then Gideon took ten men of his servants, and did as 
the Lorp had said unto him: and so it was, because he feared 
his father’s household, and the men of the city, that he 
could not do it by day, that he did it by night. 

28 And when the men of the city arose early in the morn- 
ing, behold, the altar of Baal was cast down, and the grove 
was cut down that was by it, and the second bullock was 
offered upon the altar that was built. 


29 And they said one to another, Who hath done this 
thing? And when they enquired and asked, they said, 
Gideon the son of Joash hath done this thing. 

30 Then the men of the city said unto Joash, Bring out 
thy son, that he may die: because he hath cast down the 
altar of Baal, and because he hath cut down the grove that 
was by it. 

31 And Joash said unto all that stood against him, Will 
ye plead for Baal? will ye save him? he that will plead 
for him, let him be put to death whilst it is yet morning: 
if he be a god, let him plead for himself, because one hath 
cast down his altar. 

32 Therefore on that day he called him Jerubbaal, saying, 
Let Baal plead’ against him, because he hath thrown down 
his altar. 

Lessons based on International Sunday School Lessons; the Inter- 


national Bible Lessons for Christian Teaching, copyrighted by 
* International Council of Religious Education. 










































The Lesson as a Whole 
By J. C. Macaulay, D.D. 
Approach to the Lesson 


OU have seen men wearing in 
y their coat lapel a button carrying 
the emblem of an ancient pitcher. 
These men are Gideons. Or you have 
been in a hotel room and found there, 
on the dressing table or in one of the 
drawers, a Bible stamped with a similar 
emblem. That is a Gideon Bible, put 
there by the association of Christian 
men who call themselves Gideons. They 
take their emblem from the pitcher 
which was part of the accouterment of 
every one of Gideon’s three hundred 
when they engaged battle with the Mid- 
ianites. These earthen vessels were an 
important item in the equipment of that 
night. But the vessels had to be broken 
that the light within might shine out. 
Read the story in Judges 7:16-23. Our 
Gideon friends, by the choice of their 
emblem, not only ackhowledge that they 
are but vessels, but also that there is 
a very real sense in which they have 
to be broken before the Lord in order 
that the light of His Word, which has 
been committed to them, may shine out. 
Gideon himself was a_vessel—an 
earthen vessel, indeed, who, by allow- 
ing himself to be broken before the Lord 
in humility and submission, became a 
vessel unto honor, so that the light, 
which had been so badly, eclipsed in 
Israel, flashed forth again. Read in our 
lesson about the spiritual recovery 
which was followed by political and 
economic recovery. 


Verse by Verse 
Judges 6:25.—“. . . Take thy father’s 
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young bullock ... throw down the altar 
of Baal... cut down the grove...” 
The bullock referred to seems to have 
been specially prepared for sacrifice to 
the heathen deity. For “grove” read 
“Asherah,” the female consort of Baal. 
Gideon’s father had definitely given way 
to idolatry. God’s command was a com- 
plete challenge to the heathen practices 
of the community. 


Verse 26.—“And build an altar unto 
the Lord ... offer a burnt-sacrifice with 
the wood of the grove...” For “in 
the ordered place” the A.S.V. has “in 
the orderly manner.” See Exodus 20: 
24-26. The bullock had not yet been 
defiled, so was still suitable as a sacri- 
fice to God, but the altar of Baal had 
been used for heathen purposes and 
might not be used for Jehovah. The 
image of Asherah would supply the 
wood. 


Verse 27.—*“. . . Gideon took ten men 
ape because he feared his father’s 
household . . he did it by night.” 
Despite Gideon’s depreciatory state- 
ment in verse 15, he could muster 
ten menservants who obeyed him with- 
out question. It was not the conse- 
quences which Gideon feared, but the 
likelihood of being stopped in the prose- 
cution of his purpose, that induced him 
to work by night: 

Verse 28.—“, . . the altar of Baal was 
cast down ... the grove was cut down 
. .. the second bullock was offered...” 
The morning made evident Gideon’s 
night work. Such iconoclasm could not 
pass unnoticed. 

Verse 29.—*, . . Who hath done this 
thing? ... Gideon the son of Joash.. .” 
Whether their conclusion was based on 


real evidence or on surmise from their 
knowledge of Gideon as a man opposed 
to idolatry we do not know. 

Verse 30.—*. . . Bring out thy son, 
that he may die .. .” The action of the 
“men of the city” leads one to believe 
that Joash, Gideon’s father, was the 
keeper of the community altar and 
image rather than the possessor of idol- 
atrous household equipment. It is 
doubtful if there would have been such 
a stir over privately owned gods. But 
the destruction of the community’s 
“worship center” was no light matter. 

Verse 31—“. . . Will ye plead for 
Baal? . . . he that will plead for him, 
let him be put to death ... let him 
plead for himself .. .” This verse sug- 
gests that Joash was not only trustee 
of the local altar but also local magis- 
trate, with the right to issue the death 
sentence. Probably he had had qualms 
of conscience over the idolatrous prac- 
tices and was heartily glad to see the 
equipment destroyed. So he stood with 
his son and actually challenged Baal to 
come to his own defense. 

Verse 32.—“. . . he called him Jerub- 
baal . . . Let Baal plead . . .” A double 
meaning has been attached to the name 
Jerubbaal. First, “may Baal give in- 
crease,” for Baal was god of fertility. 
But it also means “let Baal plead,” and 
this was the significance which Joash 
attached to the name when his son 
defied Baal in the name of Jehovah, 


The Heart of the Lesson 

The history of this whole period is 
summed up in Judges 2:11-19. It was 
a monotonous repetition of doing evil 
in the eyes of the Lord, being brought 
into bondage, crying to God, being de- 
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livered through the instrumentality of 
a judge whom God raised up, and again 
departing from the Lord. So the cycle 
went on, again and again. 

Our lesson finds Israel] in the throes 
of oppression by the Midianites, as a 
chastisement for their turning from Je- 
hovah to engage in the cult of Baal. 
Year by year their harvests were being 
stolen by the marauding tribesmen from 
across the Jordan, and they were crying 
out because of the distress. 

God’s man for this hour was Gideon, 
youngest son of Joash, who seems to 
have been a man of some influence, de- 
spite Gideon’s profession of meanness 
and insignificance (v. 15), which is still 
characteristic of the Oriental. But be- 
fore God would use Gideon on a na- 
tional scale, He must use him at home, 
and before He would use him for a 
military deliverance, He must use him 
in a spiritual recovery. Gideon could 
not be God’s sword so long as his own 
home was a center of Baal worship. 
The courage needed to face the Midian- 
ites must first be exercised in attacking 
the spiritual evil at home. 

Gideon’s first commission, then, was 
to destroy the altar of Baal, along with 
the image of Asherah, the female con- 
sort of Baal, to build an altar to Jeho- 
vah, and on it to offer to Jehovah the 
very bullock that was being reserved for 
Baal, using for the fire the wood of the 
image of Asherah. Nothing of all this 
heathen shrine was to be left. In its 
place there was to be re-established the 
worship of Jehovah. That was the price 
of deliverance, and Gideon was pre- 
pared to pay it. 

Now Gideon knew that public resent- 
ment might clamor for his death as a 
result of such an “extreme” action. But 
that did not move him from his purpose 
to obey God. What he was afraid of 
was that he might be forcibiy deterred 
from carrying it through. Therefore he 
decided to accomplish it by night, trust- 
ing God for the outcome next morning. 

His trust was well rewarded. The 
men of the community clamored indeed 
for his death, but God raised up a pro- 
tector for him in the person of his own 
father, who, moved by his son’s courage, 
used his authority as a magistrate to 
pronounce the death sentence on any 
man who would rise to the defense of 
Baal. “Let Baal be his own defender,” 
Joash cried, and renamed his son “Je- 
rubbaal” to make his defiance defini- 
tive. So the obedience of the son saved 
the father and laid the spiritual foun- 
dation for a national deliverance. 


Outline of the Lesson 

1. Gideon’s difficult assignment (Judges 
6:25, 26) 

2. Gideon’s ready obedience (v. 27) 

3. Gideon’s imminent danger (vs. 28-30) 

4. Gideon’s unexpected protector (vs. 
31, 32) . 
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Last Week’s Lesson 
3. July 21.—Caleb, Man of Faith and 
Courage. Numbers 13; 14:1-10, 24, d 
30, 38; Joshua 14:6-15; 15:13-19; 
Judges 1:14, 15 
Next Week's Lesson 
5. August 4.—Ruth, a Foreigner Who 
Won Her Way 








Topics for Development 

Gideon’s Fame. The name of Gideon 
is associated with several items of out- 
standing interest. Probably if a poll were 
taken of what enters people’s minds 
when they think of Gideon, the major- 
ity would say his three hundred, and 
it is indeed remarkable that with three 
hundred he put to flight the whole army 
of the Midianites and Amalekites. It 
was, of course, the work of God, but a 
part of that work of God was to teach 
Gideon the strategy which mide his 
three hundred count most effectively. 

In the same poll of readers a large 
number would undoubtedly mention 
Gideon’s pitchers. We have already re- 
called in our Approach to the Lesson 
that the Gideon organization has 
adopted the pitcher as its emblem. It 
was a queer bit of equipment for war, 
but played an important part. 

Once again great numbers would as- 
sociate Gideon with his fleece, which 
he used in seeking assurance of God’s 
leading. Many Christians use that 
method of seeking to discover the will 
of God, although the New Testament 
indicates that God has higher ways of 
directing His people (Col. 1:9). 

Not so many would associate Gideon 
with his offering which had to be pre- 
ceded by the destruction of the shrine 
of Baal in his own home. Yet the cour- 








Questions for Teacher and Class 
By J. C. Macaulay, D.D. 
HO were the oppressors of Israel 
in the days of Gideon? 

2. To what tribe did Gideon belong? 

3. Who was Gideon’s father, and what 
place did he hold in the community? 

4. What was the religious condition 
in Gideon’s home? 

5. In what task was Gideon engaged 
when the angel of the Lord visited him? 

6. On what other occasion did a man 
prepare a meal for angels? 

7. What is meant by “the grove” in 
verses 25, 26, and 28 of our lesson? 

8. Why were such particular instruc- 
tions given to Gideon as to which bul- 
lock was to be offered in sacrifice? 

9. Who stood champion for Gideon 
when the men of the community clam- 
ored for his death? 

10. What new name was given to 
Gideon, and what does it mean? 


(Answers on page 557) 
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age of Gideon is seen in this just as 
much as in his military expedition, and, 
indeed, without it the military successes 
and the entire deliverance of Israel 
would have been impossible. 

Beginning at Home. A few Sundays 
ago my pastor preached a great ser- 
mon on the home. He brought out 
what is certainly a fact, that the state 
of the nation goes back to the state of 
the home, and that the strength of the 
nation depends upon the _ strength 
of the home. Where there is a break- 
down in the home it spreads to. the 
nation, and before there can be na- 
tional recovery there must be the sal- 
vation of the home. 

Today’s lesson is an excellent illus- 
tration of that truth. We see Israel 
in a fallen condition—weak, and under 
the oppression of a foreign power. Polit- 
ically and economically it is at low ebb. 
We are given an insight into the cause. 
The Israelitish home instead of being 
a center of godliness is discovered to 
be harboring all kinds of idolatrous 
practices. Gideon’s home itself is the 
community shrine of Baal, of which his 
father seems to be the guardian. Ex- 
actly there is where God begins for the 
recovery of the nation. It was not until 
Gideon had attacked the basic problem 
of home conditions that he was fitted 
to be God’s instrument in emancipating 
the nation. 

Today, as then, national recovery 
must begin in the home, 


Practical Applications 

Turning to “gods” of our own choos- 
ing may seem to be freedom, but it in- 
evitably ends in terrible bondage. 

God knows His Gideons who fear and 
serve Him in heathen homes. If you 
are one of them, take heart. You may 
be His Gideon to build His altar where 
the heathen altar stood. 

The first place to serve God is at 
home. You cannot make serving God 
outside an escape from your responsi- 
bility at home. | 

You cannot be a coward at home and 
a hero abroad. 

Serving God may cal] for night shifts 
—midnight praying, when interruptions 
are less likely. 

Dare for God, and you will be sur- 
prised at the support which God will 


raise up. Your daring will inspire 
others. 
Golden Text 


Exod. 20:3.—“Thou shalt have no other 
gods before me.” It is not a matter of 
choosing one out of many available 
gods. There is only one God, and in 
turning from Him one sets up in His 
place that which is no god. Such a 
false god can do us only harm, so it is 
for our good as well as for His glory 
that God forbids our giving worship to 
another. 


Ev_muurst, ILL, 
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From the Platform 


By Joseph Edwin Harris 
SUGGESTED HYMNS 
“The Church’s One Foundation” 
“Faith of Our Fathers” 
“Fight the Good Fight” 

A Prayer Before the Lesson.—O God, 
our Father, whose light and truth shine 
for us from Thy Word and in Thy Son, 
we thank Thee for the privilege of study- 
ing Thy Word and of trusting and 
knowing Thy Son, our Saviour. Bless 
our study of this lesson before us and 
give us the faith that enabled Gideon 
to conquer fear and do battle for God 
and the right. Bless and use the min- 
istry of Dr. Graham and his helpers in 
the great cities of the land. Bless, too, 
the work of all Thy faithful people 
whether among many or few, that sin- 
ners may repent and find Christ. Hear 
us for our nation that its homes may 
be Christian and its leaders true and 
faithful, gifted with Thy wisdom. Hear 
us for all sufferers that Thy help and 
deliverance may come to them. Bless 
the family circle of each of us here, 
Saving our unsaved loved ones and 
making us families united in Christ and 
His service. Forgive our sins, cleanse 
our hearts, strengthen us against sin, 
and use us to forward the cause of our 
blessed Lord, through whom we pray. 
Amen. 


After the Lesson.—Do you ever dream 
of being a leader in the work of God, 
doing great and good things and being 
a blessing to many? And do you won- 
der where and how to start? Then look 


Brcin FIGHTING SIN JN Yourseze 


at Gideon. He began serving the Lord 
right at home. There was an idol altar 
where he lived, and he began just there, 
challenging wrong that lay right at 
hand. That is always the place to be- 
gin to live for God. First we must do 
battle against wrong in our own lives 
and our own homes, We must break 
with sin ourselves and stand for the 
Lord right where we live. Not till we 
do that can we expect God to use us 
elsewhere, 

He who would fight for God on earth 

Must first be true within. 
—T. Hughes. 

Then notice that Gideon’s work was 
twofold—pulling down and building up. 
He first destroyed the altar to the false 
god. Then he built the altar to the 
true. And there are things to be pulled 
down in’our own lives and in the lives 
of those we seek to help. The old, 
wrong ways and habits must be pulled 
down,. but the things that belong to a 
Christian life are then to be built up 
instead. Repentance is turning from 














sin, pulling down the evil in our lives. 
Trusting Christ and becoming His fol- 
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lower takes in building up Christlike 
attitudes and conduct. 

To be great with the greatness of 
goodness begin with yourself and 
where you now live. Through Christ, your 
Saviour, pull down the un-Christlike 
things and then build in their stead 
those things that befit a Christian. 

CaueGary, ALTA., CAN. 


The Busy Men’s Corner 
By Tom M. Olson 


“.. throw down the altar of Baal 
.” (Judges 6:25).—Our lesson deals 
with but one incident in the life of 
Gideon—and that a very important one 
—the throwing down of a pagan altar. 


Gideon had built an altar unto the Lord, ‘ 


and called it Jehovah-shalom—“Jehovah 
is peace.” God will not share His glory 
with another; so the pagan altar and 
its “grove”—a pillar of wood, the sym- 
bol’ of Ashtaroth worship with which 
that of Baal is connected—must come 
down. * 

Baal worship was the practice of the 
day, and if his altar were left standing, 
it would be natural to ascribe the glory 
of the victory.over the Midianites to 
Baal. Israel could not serve two mas- 
ters. 

I have heard Mr. R. G. LeTourneau 
relate a dilemma into which he got him- 
self when he was just a young man 
working in a garage. 

Another young fellow had a beautiful 
car which: he often brought into the 
garage for servicing. For some reason 
he stopped coming to the garage and 
the boss wanted to locate him as he was 
suspicious that he was taking the car 
to another garage. One day he told Bob 
LeTourneau to take some tools to the 
other garage and while there to look 
around and see if that yellow car was 
there. So Bob obeyed and looked 
around, and sure enough—he saw the 
car! 

Just then the car owner appeared and 
started to talk to Bob, who had always 
been friendly with him. And in the 
course of the conversation, he said to 
Bob: “Say, don’t tell your boss you 
saw the car in here.” Before realizing 
what he was saying, Bob replied, “O.K.” 
Then he walked out of the garage ask- 
ing himself: “What kind of a jam am 
I in now? To be loyal to my boss, I 
should tell him; but I promised this 
friend I would not!” 

When he returned to the garage and 
the boss asked about the car, he said, 
“Ask me no questions and I will tell 
you no lies.” But he realized that was 
a poor substitute for loyalty to either 
of them, and he learned the lesson: “No 
man can serve two masters!” 

“And it came to pass the same night 

. -” (Judges 6:25).—In the New Tes- 
tament a man called Nicodemus is al- 
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ways referred to as the one who came 
to Jesus “by night” (John 3:2; 7:50; 
19:39). I like to call Gideon the “Nico- 
demus of the Old Testament” because 
so many of his deeds were done at night. 
We are not told why Nicodemus came 
to Jesus by night; but we are informed 
that because Gideon “feared his father’s 
household, and the men of the city, that 
he could not do it by day, that he did 
it by night.” But thank God he did 
it—that is the essential thing. Courage 
is a virtue that can be developed. 

I like the incident Dr. Ironside re- 
lated about Joseph Flacks’ preaching 
on Psalm 1:1 to a group of Jews in 
Jerusalem. He dwelt on the tenses, 
“Blessed is the man who hath not 
walked in the counsel of the ungodly, 
nor stood in the way of sinners, nor sat 
in the seat of the scornful.” 

Preacher Flacks asked, “Who is this 
blessed man? He was an absolutely 
sinless man.” When no one answered, 
he asked, “Shall we say it was our great 
father Abraham?” One elderly Jew 
said, “No, no, it cannot be Abraham, for 
he denied his wife.” — i 

“Could it be our great lawgiver 
Moses?” “No, no,” they said, “Moses 
lost his temper at Meribah.” “Could 
it be our great King David?” “No, no,” 
they cried, “he committed adultery.” 

“Well,” he said, “who, then, is it?” 
They were quiet for some little time, 
then one Jew arose and said he had 
been reading the New Testament, and 
if he could believe it, he would say it 
was Jesus of Nazareth. 

Another Jew arose and said, “My 
brethren, the man of the first Psalm is 
Jesus of Nazareth. He is the only sin- 
less person. Then he confessed that he 
had been brought to believe in the 
Christ, and took this occasion to con- 
fess his faith openly. Up to that time 
he had not had the courage to tell 
others, 

“... Bring out thy son, that he may 
die .. .” (Judges 6:30).—To obey God 
often proves dangerous and costly. The 
Christians in the days of the Roman 
Emperors found it so. The Reformers 
found it so. The Huguenots found it so; 
and many are finding it so today in 
countries where religion is considered 
to be “the opiate of the people.” “Yea, 
and all that will live godly in Christ 
Jesus shall suffer persecution” (2 Tim. 
3:12). Gideon’s father was won and 
gave Gideon a new name, which was a 
challenge to the pagan god! 

Wawona, CALIF. 


Please pray for the staff of The Sun- 
day School Times in all departments: 
press, mailing, and composing rooms; 
subscription, accounting, business, circu- 
lation, advertising, and editorial depart- 
ments; for the writers of lesson articles, 
and other contributors; and for God’s 
blessing upon the contents of the paper. 
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Lesson for July 28 


Say, Fellows — 
Wade C. Smith's Boys’ Class 


AY, fellows, Gideon is in a class by 
himself, for his responses to the 
call for high service were quite differ- 
ent from any other in the Bible record. 
Try to imagine the desperate situation 
of the Israelites. They had gone into 
idolatry, and God had punished them 
for seven years by permitting the Mid- 
ianites, their enemy neighbors, .to con- 
quer them and overrun their country. 
The Amalekites also preyed upon them. 
These enemies destroyed their crops 
and stole their cattle. The Israelites, 
almost starving, hid in’ the mountains 
and in the caves. Gideon’s father was 
a worshiper of Baal, the heathen god, 
and had his altar set up in the groves. 
Gideon had a hidden wheat patch and 
was threshing out the grain by the 
winepress to conceal it from the ma- 
rauders when the call of God came to 
him to lead an attack against the Midian- 
ites then gathering their armies in the 
valley below to make a devastating as- 
sault. Judges 6:5 says they were like 
“grasshoppers for multitude.” 

Gideon was amazed by the challenge, 
and he said, “Oh my Lord, wherewith 
shall I save Israel? behold, my family 
is poor in Manasseh, and I am the least 
in my father’s house. And the Lord 
said unto him, Surely I will be with 
thee, and thou shalt smite the Midian- 
ites as one man.” Well, fellows, Gideon 
trusted God, in spite of what appeared 
(physically) against him. He under- 
took the leadership of what the skeptics 
would declare to be a lost cause to start 
with. 

The first thing Gideon had to do was 
to clean his own house of idolatry, and 
that was an exceedingly delicate and 
difficult thing to do.. He had to throw 
down his father’s altar to Baal and erect 
an altar to the Lord and make a sacri- 
fice of a bullock upon it. This aroused 
the wrath and opposition of his own 
people, who demanded his life, but 
Gideon did not flinch. 

Then he blew a trumpet and the 
Abiezerites came. Next he sent mes- 
sengers to the tribes of Manasseh, Zebu- 
lun, Asher, and Naphtali, and they came. 
Soon he had an army of 32,000 men. 

But here came another test: just when 
he was wondering how to enlarge his 
army still further, for it was many times 
smaller than the enemy, God aston- 
ished him by saying, “The people with 
thee are too many for me to give the 
Midianites into their hands, lest Israel 
vaunt themselves against me, saying, 
Mine own hand hath saved me.” So 
under the Lord’s direction, Gideon said, 
in effect, to his army, “If any of you 
fellows have any fear to go out against 
this horde of Midianites, just pack up 
and go back home!” And 22,000 of them 
skipped out, leaving Gideon now re- 
duced to 10,000 men. 
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And still another test: God said, 
There are yet too many; take them down 
to the water to drink, and keep only 
those who lap the water, putting their 
hands to their mouths. Let the others 
go back home. Only 300 of the 10,000 
lapped the water with their hands. 
Gideon must have been appalled by this 
test, but he stood it; and I tell you, 
fellows, that required a sublime faith 
in God’s word and power. 

The mode of attack was unique, too. 
Nothing like it in all the history of war- 
fare—unless you think of the way in 
which the walls of Jericho were broken 
down; but that’s another story. Gideon 
took a pitcher in one hand, covering a 
lamp, and a trumpet in the other, and 
provided the 300 men, each one, like- 
wise. Then he shouted, “Follow me and 
do as I do!” Approaching the camp of 
the Midianites in the darkness, he blew 
his trumpet, crashed his pitcher, and let 
the lamp flare out into the night. Every 
man of the 300 did the same, as they 
shouted, “The sword of the Lord, and 
of Gideon.” The astounded Midianites 
not only arose as one man and fled for 
their lives but in their confusion began 
killing each other as they ran, until 
that vast army was routed and anni- 
hilated. 

Fellows, see what takes place when 
one man implicitly trusts God! You do 
not have the Midianites to fight, but you 
have enemies even more destructive: 
they are unbelief, impurity, dishonesty, 
and a stubborn unwillingness to give 
your life wholly and unreservedly to the 
Lord Jesus Christ. Humanly and logi- 
cally, the odds are heavy against you; 
but you, plus God, can win. “The Lord 
is with thee, thou mighty man of 
valour” (Judges 6:12). . 

Try to imagine the feelings of 31,700 
men who went home “in a streak of 
yellow” when they saw what God did 
with 300 real fellows! 


WEAVERVILLE, N. C. 


we 
My Class of Girls 


By Vivian D. Gunderson 


OUNTING today, there are ten Sun- 

days left in this quarter; so it is 
a good time to learn the Ten Command- 
ments. The first one is today’s Golden 
Text: “Thou shalt have no other gods 
before me” (Exod. 20:3). _ 

Here are two sheets of light gray con- 
struction paper, 9 by 12 inches, for each 
of you. If you round off the corners at 
the top, it will make them look more 
like the stone tablets on which God 
wrote the Ten Commandments. When 
we write the Commandments on these 
papers, we can add them to our collec- 
tions of Sunday school materials. There 
are several things about the stone tab- 
lets that children will remember better 
if they see them The first one is that 
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the Commandments were not stamped 
on the rocks by machinery but “written 
with the finger of God.” Another Sun- 
day we will point out something else. 
Copy the First Commandment on one of 
the papers, about two inches down from 
the top. 

Our lesson today is about a young 
Israelite who did his best to obey the 
First Commandment. Gideon lived two 
hundred years after the Law was given, 
yet his father had set up an idol in 
their family orchard. Israel had gone 
into idolatry, so God let the Midianites 
and other enemies oppress them. 

Read Judges 6:1-5. Let us picture 
this scene: Hordes of enemies are 
moving into Canaan, destroying all the 
crops of the Israelites; so many of the 
Israelites hid in caves or dens in the 
mountains for safety. But the Israelites 
had a refuge that the Midianites did not 
have. Read verse 6. They knew the 
true God and prayed to Him. Read the 
Lord’s answer in verses 7-10. After His 
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prophet pointed out their sinful idol- 
atry, He sent His angel to tell Gideon 
to deliver Israel from the Midianites. 
The angel sat under an oak tree near 
where Gideon was threshing wheat. He 
. was doing this behind the winepress 
to hide it from the Midianites. If they 
saw the wheat, they would either steal 
it or destroy it. Note what the angel 
said to Gideon in verse 12. It seems 
strange to call someone hiding, a 
“mighty man of Valour.” But Gideon 
was feeling the troubles of his people 
too deeply to notice the commendation 
of himself. The angel had said, “The 
Lord is with thee.” Gideon thought 


that if the Lord were with Israel, they _ 


would have miraculous deliverances, 
such as He had given in the past. Let 
us read the conversation between Gid- 
eon and the angel this way: You girls 
on this side of the table read what Gid- 
eon said; you on the other side read 
what the angel said. I’ll read the words 
not said by either. We will read 
through verse 21. 

That same night after Gideon had 
seen the angel, God gave him a dan- 
gerous task. Read verses 25-29. It was 
dangerous because many of the Israel- 
ites had become bigoted idol wor- 
shipers. Gideon’s father might be en- 
raged with him, and the people of his 
city might want to kill him if he de- 
stroyed the idol and the grove where it 
was worshiped. But Gideon obeyed the 
Lord anyway. Read verse 27. If he had 
not done this at night, his father and 
the men of the city might have stopped 
him by force. Now read verses 29-31 
to see what followed. The men of the 
city demanded Gideon’s life because of 
his destruction of Baal. Gideon’s father 
showed wisdom in the way he handled 
the case. Although he had been an 
idol worshiper, he did not want his son 
killed. But he did not plead for mercy 
for him. Instead, he pointed out to his 
son’s accusers that Baal was*the one 
who should take vengeance. If they 
killed Gideon, Baal would be unable to 
punish him. 

The rest of the story of Gideon is 
intensely interesting. The Lord gave 
him two signs to convince him that he 
was indeed the one He was sending to 
deliver Israel. After that Gideon 
called up over thirty thousand Israelites 
to fight with the Midianites, but God 
told him that was too many, and he 
should tell all the soldiers who felt 
afraid to go home again. This left ten 
thousand, but the Lord said that it was 
still too many, so only three hundred 
were chosen. With those three hundred 
men, Gideon defeated the great army of 
the Midianites in the strangest battle in 
all history. A boy once described this 
battle in these words, “A shout, a smash, 
and the sound of a trumpet!” Read 
chapter 7 later today, if you can, and 
see if you think that was a.good de- 


scription. 
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Because of Gideon’s faith in God, 
shown first when he destroyed that idol, 
and later in the battle, he is included 
in God’s great Hall of Fame in Hebrews 
11. You and I may not have the great 
faith these men had, but we have the 
same great God! 


FERNDALE, WASH. 
w 


The Illustration Round Table 


Rules for submitting illustrations for this 
department may be had upon request from 
the Editors, The: Sunday School Times, 
325 N. 13th St., Philadelphia 5. 


A list of the lessons for the year 1957 
may be had for 20 cents a copy, or $2 
a dozen, postpaid, from the same address. 


Helpless Idols——Thou shalt have no 
other gods before me (Exod. 20:3, 
Golden Text). A Christian boy, living 
in the home of an idol worshiper, de- 
cided to take the matter of testing idols 
into his own hands, so he broke all the 
idols except the largest one. Into the 
hands of this large idol he put the stick 
with which he had broken the idols. 
When the owner of the idols discovered 
what had happened, he threatened to 
put the child to death. The little fellow 
looked into his face and asked gently, 
“How can you put your trust in a god 
so weak that a child’s hand can destroy 
him? Do you suppose that if he can- 
not take care of himself and his com- 
panions, he can take care of you?” The 
heathen stopped to think. Then he 
himself broke the big idol and knelt 
to the true God.—F rom Moody Monthly. 
Sent by Mrs. M. Watts, Fetcham, Surrey, 
Eng. Prize illustration. 


What Are You Listening For?—The 
Lord said unto him (Judges 6:25). We 
all hear that which we are accustomed 
to hearing or what we want to hear. 
A naturalist, walking along a country 
road, will catch certain sounds that the 
layman will miss---the chirp of a cricket 
or the song of a distant bird. A news- 
boy, peddling his papers on a crowded 
city street, will respond to the ring of a 
penny that falls on the pavement, and 
will pounce upon it. A mechanic will 
hear a “knock” in an automobile that 
its owner will not have noticed. God 
speaks to us in His Word and in the 
circumstances of life. But multitudes 
do not hear His voice, for their ears are 
attuned to the affairs of the world— 
politics, commerce, society, sport, and 
so on—rather than to things that are 
‘spiritual. Would, that the ears of our 
hearts might be in tune with God, so 
that the words of the Lord are readily 
audible to us, so that His voice is more 
precious than anything else in the uni- 
verse—From the Pilgrim. Sent by 
Grace Robinson, Topeka, Kans. 


Orders From Your Superior— ... 
throw down the altar of Baal that thy 
father hath ... and build an altar unto 
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the Lord thy God (Judges 6:25, 26). 
A missionary in India was seated at a 
dining table in a hotel with a naval 
officer, an infantry major and his wife, 
and a sergeant-major and his wife. The 
naval officer asked, “Why don’t you 
missionaries stay home and mind your 
own business?” The missionary replied, 
“If you were ordered to take your bat- 
tleship to Constantinople tomorrow, 
would you stay here and mind your 
own business?” The naval officer’s eyes 
flashed as he said, “If we were ordered 
to go, we would go, even if every ship 
were sunk and every sailor were killed 
in carrying out the orders!” The mis- 
sionary said, “You are quite right, my 
friend. I have orders from the Captain 
of my salvation—the Lord Jesus Christ 
—to preach the Gospel to every crea- 
ture, and I must go and obey the com- 
mand of my Lord, no matter what hap- 
pens!”—From the Bible Expositor and 
Illuminator. Sent by the Rev. W. P. 
Shelley, Sunbury, Pa. 


“Woe Is Me If I Preach Not the Gos- 
pel.”"—Then Gideon took ten men of 
his servants, and did as the Lord had 
said unto him (Judges 6:27). In the 
spring of 1847 young Judson Collins 
wrote a letter to the newly organized 
Methodist Missionary Society in New 
York requesting appointment as a mis- 
sionary to China. “The Methodist 
Church has no missionaries in China,” 
they replied, “and no money to send 
one.” Judson Collins answered: “Se- 
cure me a position before the mast— 
my strong arms can pull me to China, 
and support me after I get there. God 
is calling me, and I must go.” The 
courage of Judson Collins was rewarded 
when he became a missionary of Christ 
to the people of China—From a tract 
by G. Ernest Thomas. Sent by M. Irene 
Jury, Glendale, Calif. 


Letting Go of Idols—The altar of 
Baal was cast down (Judges 6:28). A 
missionary noticed in his congregation 
a native clutching tightly in his hand 
an image of his idol. As the speaker 
presented the Gospel, the hand gradu- 
ally relaxed, until with a soft thud the 
idol struck the floor. Would that there 
could be a letting go of our idols in the 
church today!—From the Sunday School 
Illustrator. Sent by Mrs, B. Booth, 
Eastbourne, Sussex, Eng. 


A Father’s Answer.—And Joash said 
unto all that stood against him, Will ye 
plead for Baal? (Judges 6:31.) When a 
lad I linked up with a group of young 
men who used to go and preach Christ 
where we caught the men just coming 
out of the “pubs” when they closed, I 
was speaking in one of these meetings, 
with a crowd of men and women about, 
when a man, not drunk but just a little 
happy, started to heckle me. Taking 
his cigarette out of his mouth, he yelled, 
“I say, -sir, does your mother know . 





remo hLm | 


Om 


Saw weoew ese we SS = 


—_ I~ SS SS le 





Lesson for July 28 


you're out?” This continued while I 
stumbled and stammered on, my oppo- 
nent getting the laughs of the crowd as 
he said, “I say, my boy, who are you 
to. come and talk to us this time of 
night? You ought to be in bed!” I 
finished my little talk and stepped back 
into place, and then who should come 
slipping through the crowd and step 
into the middle of the rjng, but my 
father. Looking around, he said, “I had 
no desire to speak in this service. I 
was out for a walk with a friend of 
mine. But I feel it my duty to answer 
the questions that friend over there has 
been asking this young man. First: My 
wife and I do know that our lad is out 
tonight. To answer your second ques- 
tion, I thank God our boy is out serving 
his Master. Now, sir, we would rather 
see him serving the Lord than to see 
him in that saloon or in bad company 
—in some gambling den, dancehall, or 
in jail. Now that I’ve answered your 
questions, sir, it’s my turn to talk to 
you.” I tell you when my dad lets out 
a broadside, they are twenty-inch guns. 
I don’t think I have ever seen a man 
hit with words as that man was hit. 
Concluding, Father said, “One would 
think a man of your age would gladly 
lay down his right hand to have it cut 
off, if he could only know in his heart 
that his boy was like mine.” When I 
got home at 11, Father wasn’t in yet. 
When he came, he said, “That man who 
was chipping. you in the meeting fol- 
lowed us up the road. I heard someone 
say, ‘Excuse me, sir.’ Seeing who it 
was, I said, ‘What do you want?’ He 
said, ‘Sir, your words have hurt me. I 
have only one boy of my own, and he’s 
in a London prison tonight. I would 
give both hands if he was like your 
boy.’” The man was weeping now, and 
after some more conversation my. father 
led him to the Saviour.—From Harold 
Wildish, in Prairie Overcomer. Sent by 
Albert Mygatt, Axtell, Kans. 


An Apt Name.—On that day he called 
him Jerubbaal (Judges 6:32). Most 
people know the meaning of Jerubbaal, 
Gideon’s witty nickname given him by 
his father, Joash. Perhaps fewer know 
the meaning of his real name, Gideon, 
though it is equally apt. According to 
Alexander Cruden, the concordance 
maker, it is, “cutting off iniquity.” How 
well he deserved it when he cut down 
the grove associated with the altar of 


Baal!—Sent by Elisabeth Edmunds, 
Hailsham, Sussex, Eng. 
w 


Is there no room today for any hero- 
ism for Jesus Christ? This holy faith 
has come down to us through the suc- 
cession of a noble army of martyrs. 
And now our turn has come., Are we 
going to falter? Let us put on a new 
courage, and afresh give ourselves to 
the Lord, to be His utterly, wholly, al- 
yways, only His——Mark Guy Pearse. 
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For Junior Teachers 
By Ruth E. Dow 


Topic and Scripture: 
Gideon, the Courageous (Judges 6:11-16) 


UNS, swords, spears, bows, and 
arrows! Yes, the next soldier in 
our Bible album has one of those 
weapons. But in one picture he has some 
other strange equipment for battle. The 
Bible has several good pictures of Gen- 
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eral Gideon. I hope that you look at 
all of them this week. 


G eneral Gideon appointed (Judges 6: 
1-24) 

I dol ruined (vs. 25-32) 

D ew for proof (vs. 33-40) 

E nough men (7:1-15) 

O n to victory! (vs. 16-25) 

N othing can stop him! (8:1-23, 28) 


You will find that Gideon went on a 
spying expedition as -well as Caleb, al- 
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AN ATHEIST’S 
HEART BREAKS! 


“While I was away on a mis- 
sionary tour,” writes a Gospel 
worker of the American Mission 
to Greeks, ‘“‘my wife told me she 
had gone to call on the president of 
our village who was seriously ill. 
Although we all knew that he was 
an atheist, my wife dared to talk 
to him about his soul. He listened 
to her and seemed to drink in her 
words. Suddenly my wife burst 
into tears. His heart of stone 
broke. The strange words he had 
heard touched his soul. He im- 
mediately asked his wife to help 
him get on his knees and pray— 
for the first time in his life! When 
my wife was ready to leave, he 
warmly. pressed her hand and as- 
sured her they would meet in 
Heaven. A few days afterward 
he passed away.” 









































Our missionaries endure priva- 
tions, persecution and long hours of 
labor, but it all seems worth while 
when it results in souls being won 
to Christ. What really hurts is 
not to be able to travel as exten- 
sively as possible to tell the Good 
News, or not to have enough New 
Testaments to place in the hand 
of every spiritually thirsting soul 
who asks for one. As one old lady 
who came to Christ recently said, 
“IT might have died without 
hearing of Him.” Your gifts for 
missionary work and Scripture dis- 
tribution help to supply this lack 
and result in many souls coming to 
know Christ who might have died 
without this knowledge. For only 
$1 you can provide a Greek Bible 
or 4 New Testaments, or with any 
amount up to $50 a month you 
can help to support a native 
worker regularly. The results will 
count for eternity. You may have 
your own missionary assigned to 
you to pray and give for, and from 
whom to receive reports. Just 
write to the American Mission to 
Greeks, Inc., the Rev. Spiros 
Zodhiates, General Secretary, 
Dept. S, P.O. Box 423, New 
York 36, N. Y. (In Canada: 90 
Duplex Ave., Toronto 7, Ont.) 
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though it was quite different. (Review 
Caleb’s career.) 

Today we look at the first picture of 
Gideon. He is not wearing a sword 
but has a stick. I must tell you a little 
about the troubles of his‘country. In 
their new land the Children of Israel 
after a while forgot the Lord; they wor- 
shiped idols; they disobeyed God’s Law. 
So God punished them by letting the 
Midianites come and carry off their 
animals and the crops they raised. Here 
are hard names in Gideon’s family his- 
tory (put on the blackboard and locate 
the places on a map): Midianites—peo- 
ple from Midian; Manasseh—Gideon’s 
tribe; Ophrah—Gideon’s home town; 
Joash—Gideon’s father; an Abiezrite— 
a member of the family clan descended 
from Abiezer. Read the lesson verses. 

Refer the children to Bible diction- 
aries for method of threshing, prob- 
ably with a stick or flail in this instance, 
and the use and appearence of a wine- 
press. Fausset’s “Bible Cyclopedia” un- 
der “Wine” has a drawing of a wine- 
press. And the Lord said untohim, ...I 
will be with thee” (Judges 6:16, Mem- 
ory Verse). Let the children express 
their understanding of the story by 
drawing or posing the scene. Other 
stories of Gideon’s daring obedience to 
God may be told. Encourage the chil- 
dren to interpret by a drawing one of 
the stories read during the week, and 
bring it next Sunday. 

Caleb and Gideon were brave sol- 
diers for God during hard times in Old 
Testament days. The Lord Jesus still 
needs brave soldiers to train for hard 
tasks. “Thou therefore endure hard- 
ness, as a good soldier of Jesus Christ,” 
wrote Paul to Timothy (2 Tim. 2:3). 
I have seen some “cowboys” with hol- 
sters on both hips, tearing around, equal 
to shooting up any “wild Indian” or 
“horse rustler”’; but when Mother called, 
“Time to do dishes!” how weak they 
became! Every bit of bravery and 
backbone was gone, and they were 
scared tired by some piles of clay that 
wouldn’t hurt anyone!’ Where was the 
courage that would have chased those 
dirty dishes through the sink and into 
the cupboard, all taken prisoner with- 
out killing (breaking) one? Maybe it 
is weeds that Dad wants pulled. 

Where God gave directions you will 
notice Caleb and Gideon obeyed. When 
it came to the everyday business of 
fighting, they used their brains and good 
strategy. The same to you! Where God 
speaks, as in Ephesians 6:1-3 and Phi- 
lippians 2:14, you must obey or you 
will lose out, like the many others in 
Caleb’s and .Gideon’s day. But where 
the Lord gives no directions about 
something, use your brains to get things 
done. Strange that smart boys and girls 
can’t imagine rows of weeds are en- 
emies lined up and pile them in a 
heap, just as well as they can imagine 
enemies behind chairs! Or have a con- 
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test to see which row looks best when 
done or which is done the quickest. 
There are many ways to beat the feared 
enemy, Work. Watch out for his allies: 
quiet, slow Sulks and bold, fierce Tem- 
per. Defeat them with “the sword of 
the Lord and of [your name].” 


Orono, MAINE, 





For Primary Teachers 
By Helen E. Odenwelder 


OD had very wonderfully rescued 

His people (the Children of Is- 
rael) from Egypt, you remember. It 
was a long trip back home—for most 
of that crowd of people (more than two 
million of them) had to walk. Then, 
just as they got to the shores of home, 
they refused to believe God’s promises. 
So He would not let them enter their 
homeland, even though Joshua and 
Caleb, about whom we learned last 
week, had begged the people to believe 
God. It was a long, long time later 
(the wilderness wanderings lasted a 
total of forty years) that the Children 
of Israel finally arrived in the land that 
was really theirs. 

At first they worshiped the Lord God 
and loved Him with all their hearts. 
They served Him faithfully. They did 
the things that pleased Him. Little by 
little, it is sad to say, they began to 
serve false, make-believe gods. They 
forgot the true and living God of 
Heaven. But never for one minute did 
God forget them. No, indeed! By 
allowing enemy armies to enter their 
land, God was trying to show His peo- 
ple that they were disobeying Him. So 
far had they gone from God, however, 
that they did not realize that the things 
that happened were part of His dealing 
with them. For seven long years the 
enemy (Midianites) ruled over God’s 
people. 

How pitiful it must have been! God’s 
people, instead of enjoying their home- 
land, were living in caves and in the 
mountains, They did not have the food 
that they raised because their enemies 
grabbed it. Those were dreadful days, you 
may be sure. Finally the Children of 
Israel turned to God, crying for help. 
God heard them, of course. He knew 
that His people were truly sorry for 
their sin of forgetting Him and of wor- 
shiping false gods. Do you suppose 
that God killed off the enemy that very 
night? No, He did not. 

This is what God did. He sent His 
angel to a man whose name was Gid- 
eon. Because God’s angel looked like 
a man, Gideon did not know that it 
was an angel. Imagine Gideon’s sur- 
prise when the stranger announced, 
“The Lord is with you.” ; 

“If the Lord is with us,” Gideon began, 
“why have so many awful things hap- 
pened to us? The enemies steal every- 
thing that we have.” 
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The Lord Himself, through His angel, 
looked at Gideon and announced, “You 
will save Israel from the enemy. JI 
will send you.” 

Gideon proved from the very begin- 
ning that he was not a proud man. (God 
hates pride, you know.) He was a man 
who trusted in God, not in himself. He 
had great strength and was willing to 
do whatever God wanted him to do. So 
the Lord told Gideon, “You will kill 
the Midianites as one man.” Imagine 
that! 

Suddenly Gideon realized that it was 
truly the Lord’s angel, not simply a 
man. For a moment he was afraid he 
would die. But the angel assured him 
he would live and do what God had 
promised. Do you think that Gideon went 


-around telling everyone that he was go- 


ing to be a hero? He did not. He proved 
that he was a truly humble man by first 
ofall building an altar and worship- 
ing God. Then, exactly as God had 
promised, Gideon with only a few men 
(300 of them) marched around the en- 
emy in the blackness of night. When 
the Midianites heard the crashing of 
their pitchers and their shouts and saw 
their torches shining, they thought that 
a tremendous army had surrounded 
them. So they started fighting the men 
in their own army! And, just as God 
had promised, Gideon and his men won 
the battle. Really, though, it was God 
who won the battle. Gideon and his 
army were simply God's workmen. 

Today, as in the long ago, God still 
uses those who are willing to serve Him 
—and wins the everyday battles of those 
who are His. 

LANCASTER, PA. 

we 


This Week's Questions Answered 
(The questions are on page 551) 


1. The Midianites and the Amalekites 
(Judges 6:3). 

2. Manasseh (in whose territory Oph- 
rah was situated, verse 11). 

3. Joash, who seems to have been 
magistrate of the community (v. 31). 

4. It was idolatrous, Joash being ap- 
parently the guardian of the local shrine 
to Baal. 

5. Threshing wheat secretly, to hide 
it from the Midianites (v. 11). 

6. When Abraham entertained the 
three “angels” (Gen. 18:1-8). 

7. The reference is to the wooden 
image of Asherah, the female consort 
of the god Baal. 

8. There are indications that this par- 
ticular bullock was being reserved as 
a sacrifice for Baal. 


9. His father (vs. 31, 32). 


10. Jerubbaal, which means “let Baal 
plead.” 
E_muvrst, ILL, 
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(Continued from page 547) 


tical thinking we can also sit at the feet 
of Hindu Christianity or, shall we say, 
the Hindu branch of the Church of the 
Living God” (p. 122). Christ Himself 
must be set aside and His narrow way 
broadened. His true followers will have 
to stand up and be counted. They can- 
not worship the false man-made Christ 
of Ferre and others. 

Men of Ferre’s stamp are making their 
voices heard in the World Council and 
its associated branches. Dr. Smith’s 
“Survey” in the Times contained a very 
significant paragraph which he quoted 
from Dr. E. J. Bingle, who was for many 
years professor of History and Politics 
at Madras Christian College, and has 
for some years been editor of the Inter- 
national Review of Missions. Dr. Bingle 
gave a penetrating criticism of ecumen- 
ical conferences and their attitude 
toward missions in an article in the Oc- 
tober issue of World Dominion. “In 
some cases they [missions],” he said, 
“are definitely unwanted, on the ground 
that they are relics of the imperialist or 
colonial era which has now passed for- 
ever.” 

Dr.. Bingle’s closing statement is 
pointed in view of our present discus- 
sion: “One mark of the new era into 
which we are moving is that the word 
‘missionary’ both as noun and adjective 
is coming into evil repute in some cir- 
cles of Christians as well as non-Chris- 
tians. This again is not new, but cir- 
cumstances have given it a new venom. 
Whether ‘mission’ will go the same way 
is too early to tell; whether the proposed 
substitutes of ‘inter-church aid’ and 
‘fraternal worker’ really do mean the 
same thing or something quite differ- 
ent, or whether we shall have to put up 
with them, we cannot tell, but the death 
of honorable words and names is a sad 
thing.” 

Another evidence that Ferre’s work 
foreshadows the shape of things to come 
is found in the annals of the Interna- 
tional Missionary Council, which in 
alliance with the World Council as- 
sumes an authoritative status as the 
missionary arm of the coming world 
church. Dr. James DeForest Murch, in 
his report on the World Council at 
Evanston entitled “The Coming Great 
Church,” 3 quotes the record to show 
that the IMC favors co-operation with 
the “non-Christian religions. Having 
recognized the “elements of truth” in 
the Moslem, Buddhist, Hindu, and Con- 
fucian religions, they conclude: “We 
urge the followers of non-Christian ré- 
ligions to remain firm in an eternal and 
invisible world and join hands with us 





%’“The Coming Great Church.” By James 
DeForest Murch. (United Evangelical Action, 
111 East Fourth St., Cincinnati 2; 25 cents a 
copy; $2 a doz.) 
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REGISTERED NURSES (ec vu rsing 


home. An excellent opportunity for Christian 
service. Liberal personnel benefits. May live 
in or out. Write or call for an appointment. 
Director of Nurses, CHRISTIAN SANA- 
TORIUM, 301 Sicomac Avenue, Wyckoff, 
New Jersey. HAwthorne 7-2816. 


SACRIFICIAL GIVING NEEDED 


Satan opposes—but God's work goes 
forward. The Bible Coach is now 
in operation on the frontiers between 
Brazil and Uruguay. Gospels of John 
distributed freely and souls sought for 
salvation. Upon the first trip 180 
homes visited where the Gospel had 
never before been heard. 

Rev. F. ¥. Dabold 


A Faith Work Feander- Director _ 


Indigenous church and first Bible school in the 
country established. Hold up the hands of devoted 
native workers. Swell their number with your 
prayers and gifts. 








Write for FREE news letter today 


EVANGELICAL MISSION TO URUGUAY, INC. 
BOX 70.-T, FRESNO, CALIFORNIA 





IN SPARE TIME... WITHOUT 
TAKING A JOB OR PUTTING 
IN REGULAR HOURS... AND 
WITHOUT EXPERIENCE 
Here's a delightful, easy way to make an 
extra $50 to $200—or even more—and 
you'll enjoy every minute of it! Just show 
samples of nationally-known Regal Christma®” 
Cards to your friends, neighbors and co- 
workers. Everyone you know sends Christmas 
Cards, and they'll order from you on sight 
(thanking you for the chance) when they see 
the exquisite beauty, rich glowing colors and 
sparkling new design in this year's Regal 
Christmas line. 
Thousands of men, women (and even children) 
find it so easy—and so pleasant—to use this 
means of getting extra income. Why not 
you, too? 








This “TINY TV" salt and pepper 
set is yours to keep FREE if you 


ect at once. Turn knob and salt 
and pepper shokers pop up B@ 
ready for use. 





Mail coupon below for FREE 1957 album of 
personalized Christmas Cords, a FREE 36- 
page full-color catalogue, and sample box 
assortments on approval—everything you 
need to get started. 


[ REGAL GREETING CARD CO. 

| Dept. SS-7, Ferndale 20, Mich. | 
| Please rush FREE Christmas Card Album, FREE | 
| catalogue and somple boxes on approval and | 
| money-making plan. 

NAME | 
| aporess | 
| STATE ! 
! | 
l 











CIty. 
© Check here if writing for church, school or club 
interested in raising s. 
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in an intense battle against all the evils 
which are engendered by modern civ- 
ilization.” 

The followers of Dr. W. E. Hocking 
in the IMC hold that “the task of Chris- 
tianity is not to argue with Islam, Hin- 
duism, or Buddhism, but with material- 
ism, secularism, naturalism. It is no 
longer, Which prophet? or Which book? 
It is whether any prophet, book, reve- 
lation, rite, church is to be trusted.” 
This is why we must trade the word 
“missionary” and accept “fraternal 
‘worker” in its stead! 

A new magazine published by Harper 
in 1955 follows the trend that prepares 
men for the new universal faith of to- 
morrow. Carl] Hermann Voss, author of 
“The Universal God: The Eternal Quest 
in Which All Men Are Brothers,” in- 
troduced a new feature in the February- 
March, 1955, issue of Faith Today.4 In 
his introduction he states his creed: “I 
believe .. . that all of us—Roman Cath- 
olic or Greek Catholic, Russian Ortho- 
dox or Nestorian, Protestant or Jew, 
Moslem or Buddhist, Hindu or Taoist 
—are as one in our search for God de- 
spite what might seem to be unbridge- 
able differences in creed or dogma or 
liturgy.” Here then is the end of the 
road to church union. This magazine 
carries words of praise from Catholic, 
Protestant, and Jewish leaders. The 
church of tomorrow draws near. 


All ancient roads were said to lead 
to Rome. Modern religious roads seem 
to converge there, too. As political 
Rome was adept in the art of absorbing 
various cultures within her empire, 
papal Rome may exercise similar in- 
genuity to gain the ascendancy over 
the strange religious alliance that is 
forming against the Lord and His 
Christ. 





*“Faith Today.” Bi-monthly. (Harper & 
Bros., Concord, N. H., 35 cents each.) 


(To be continued) 
we 


Ballet Dancing 
(Continued from second, page) 


factitious emotion seems to be unworthy 
of man; a business which is public ex- 
hibition is unworthy of a woman.” 

The fact that ballet dancing is con- 
sidered to be classic art does not make 
it right, for there are many things in 
so-called art that are not only unworthy 
of a Christian’s attention, but do harm 
to his spiritual life. The Kansas reader 
is to be commended for staying away 
from the ballet dancing in the concert 
series and for refusing to let someone 
else use her membership card on the 
night of the dance. This is better for 
her and a testimony to others. A Chris- 
tian who, like Caleb of old, wants to 
follow the Lord wholly, does not merely 
ask, “May I do this or that?” but, “Will 
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this thing that I want to do hinder my 
spiritual life in any way? Will it spoil 
my joy, peace, and power? Will it 
grieve the Holy Spirit? Will it take 
away my appetite for Bible study and 
prayer? Will it cause others to stumble, 
or bring discredit on the name of 
Christ?” We should test doubtful ac- 
tions by such words as these: “Whether 
therefore ye eat, or drink, or whatso- 
ever ye do, do all to the glory of God” 
(1 Cor. 10:31); “For whatsoever is not 
of faith is sin” (Rom. 14:23). 


The Young People’s 
Prayer Meeting 
By John W. Lane, Jr. 





Topics are copyrighted by the International 
Society of Christian Endeavor, and are 
used by permission. 


Sunday, July 28 


4. Proper Uses of God’s Gifts 
(Jas. 1:17; Rom. 14:15-18) 


N THE three topics that have preceded 


this fourth and last, in the series, 
“Appreciating God’s Gifts,” we have 
considered some of the wonders of God’s 
creation in the heavens, some of the 
beauties and intricate design seen in 
His creation here upon the earth, and 
the marvels of His provision for our 
daily needs. This fourth and final topic 
should help us understand that we can 
best show our appreciation of God’s 
gifts by the way in which we use them. 

ve 

No matter how effusively someone 
may exclaim over a gift that we give 
him, if he neglects to make use of it, or 
if he uses it carelessly or for other than 
the purpose for which it was designed 
and intended, it becomes evident to us 
that he did not really appreciate the 
gift. Just so, what we do with God’s 
gifts, and how we use them, shcws 
plainly whether or not we really appre- 
ciate them. 

4 


Everything that is good, according to 
our Scripture lesson from James 1, 
comes to us from the heart of love of 
an all-wise Creator who longs to be the 
Heavenly Father of all who will re- 
ceive and trust His Son. As we learn 
from 1 Corinthians 12:4 and 15:41, 














On “SHOPPING days” the great daily 
newspapers carry an unusual volume 
of advertising. Thousands turn to these 
pages to plan their buying. Thus they 
know what to buy and where. The 
Times advertising columns carry news | 
of importance to you in your work in 
the church or Sunday school. Why not 
plan your purchases with the help of 
these columns? 
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“There are diversities of gifts” even as 
“one star differeth from another star 
in glory.” But God is the source and 
giver of all. His gifts may vary and 
His creation may show changes. Even 
the heavenly bodies of His creation, 
which seem to us so unchanging, never- 
theless do vary somewhat over long 
periods of time. Heavenly bodies may 
be eclipsed by one another by enor- 
mous shadows projected through space. 
But there is no variableness or change 
in our Heavenly Father and His love 
for us changes not. 


4 

Have you accepted His great and “un- 
speakable gift” of the Lord Jesus Christ 
as your Saviour from sin? (2 Cor. 9:15.) 
Have you shown your appreciation of 
that gift by loving Him and seeking to 
know and do His will for your life? 
Or have you heard God speak to you 
through His Word, or through your pas- 
tor or perhaps a godly Sunday school 
teacher or some friend, and jyst have 
done nothing about it? Perhaps you 
have turned away fearful that He might 
ask you to give up some cherished 
pleasure, or some one, if you surrender 
your life to Christ. 


we 


But granting that you have accepted 
Christ as your Saviour and Lord, are 
there other gifts that God has given 
for which you have shown little or no 
appreciation? Has He given you a 
strong, healthy body? How are you 
using it—merely for your own gratifica- 
tion and pleasure, or for Him? 

Appeals to use tobacco and alcoholic 
beverages are found everywhere. today 
—on the radio, in television, on bill- 
boards, along the highways, in news- 
paper and magazine advertising, every- 
where we turn. Are you _ tempted 
sometimes to heed the siren voices that 
would persuade you just to try some 
of these things that impartial evidence 
has so clearly shown impair the health 
of the body, hinder a consistent Chris- 
tian testimony, and slowly but surely 
get a strangle hold on the will? Or do 
you look upon your body as a marvelous 
gift from God, a gift that is not your 
own but is to be kept free from every- 
thing that would defile it or impair its 
usefulness? Right here we should un- 
derstand that alcohol and tobacco are 
not the only things that can injure our 
bodies. Even good food in excessive 
amounts or in improper balance can be 
harmful and can keep us from God’s 
best in a healthy body and an alert 
mind. 

The second Scripture portion for this 
week from Romans 14 reminds us that 
in the use of God’s gift of a body we 
have also a responsibility to others, 
Even some things that may not in them- 
selves be harmful to us, may injure 
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others, and our example may either help 
or hinder them. 
ve 

God has given us a wonderful gift 
of one day in seven for rest and wor- 
ship. Are we showing our appreciation 
of it by using it for His honor and glory, 
or are we using it for our own selfish 
enjoyment and pleasure? 

b 3 

Often, in the great out-of-doors, we 
see some of the ways in which man has 
misused God’s gifts. We are told that 
the majority of forest fires are needless 
and have been occasioned by careless- 
ness or selfishness of those who have 
not taken the trouble to put out a camp- 
fire completely, or who have thrown 
down lighted matches or cigarettes. 
Even good laws that have been passed 
to conserve some of our animal and bird 
life are constantly disregarded by self- 
ish individuals, who care nothing for 
God’s gifts or for those who would én- 
joy them in the right way. 
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Perhaps God has given you a pleas- 
ing voice, or the ability to play some 
musical instrument, or the ability to 
teach a Sunday school class. Does He 
have the full use of these gifts, or do 
you consider first your own interest, 
or your own comfort, or your own satis- 
faction and pleasure, and then give to 
Him that which is left in time or effort? 


God’s gifts, whether great or small, 
are given for our enjoyment, but they 
are also a stewardship to be used not 
for our own selfish gratification, but for 
the Lord. He has a plan for each life 
(Eph. 2:10), and in His wisdom has 
given the gifts that He knows will be 
best for each individual and which that 
individual can use to the best advan- 
tage in carrying out God’s will. Our 
greatest happiness and blessing can be 
attained only in finding and fulfilling 
that plan. God has promised to reveal 
it to us if we will ask Him (Jas. 1:5), 
and if we will earnestly seek His will 
(John 7:17). What use are you making 
of the marvelous provision God has 
made for you? 


PHILADELPHIA. 
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For Family Worship 
By Emest M. Wadsworth, D.D. 


Daily Bible Readings on the International 
Lessons, issued by the International 
Sunday School Lesson Committee. 


July 22 to 28 


Mon., July 22.—Judges 6:1-10. 
Enemies Oppress Israel: 
PrayYeR Succestions: “The children of 
Israel did evil in the sight of the Lord: 
and the Lord delivered them into the 
hand of Midian seven years.” When 
we go back from the Lord, we depart 
from blessing. The greater the distance 
from the light, the greater the dark- 
ness. God withdraws His mercies from 
backsliding saints. They soon find that 
it is a bitter and evil thing to depart 
from the living God. To all under 
chastisement the call is, “Return unto 
the Lord.” Bible examples of sinning 
and penitent saints are many. Let us 
learn from the Word that the place of 
blessing is when we are in fellowship 
with God -(1 John 1:9 to 2:2). Pray for 
the Stony Brook Young People’s and 
General Bible Conferences, Stony 
Brook, L. 1., N. Y. 


Tues., July 23.—Judges 6:11-24. 
The Call of Gideon. 
Prayer. Succestions: “The Lord is 
with thee, thou mighty man of valour.” 
God’s call to Gideon came as an answer 
to prayer in a time of desperate need. 
We of this time are in dire need of a 
mighty work of God in and through es- 
Christian -agencies, but that 
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Write today for FREE Bulletin. Specify 
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McGUFFEY’S READERS 


After a long and costly search a complete set of the 
original 1879 McGuffey’s Readers has finally been lo- 
cated, and reprints of these grand old readers have now 
been completed. Each reader is custom made from 
plates used in the 1879 revised edition . . . same 
type and binding. You can now purchase exact copies 
of these famous readers at the following low prices: 


Every Year 





First Reader - $2.25 Fourth Reader - - $3.25 
Second Reader 2.50 Fifth Reader- - - 3.50 
Third Reader - - 2.75 SixthReader - - 3.75 


We pay the postage on all orders! 
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PEWS, PULPIT & CHANCEL 
FURNITURE 


y¥ WRITE FOR Fi'ee CATALOG 


AND LOW DIRECT PRICES 


J.P REDINGTON & Co. 











A classic work 
for all time— 
books you will use 
and cherish for 

a lifetime! 











6 big rewarding 
volumes— 


beautifully bound 










Each volume $4.50 / 
Set $24.50 / 


4,800 Pages 4 






at all bookstores 


ABINGDON PRESS 








560 (16) * 
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Cards, aationery. » 
ing Novelties, Useful Gifts. EASY SALES — 
profit! ‘Hundreds of satisfied customers! 
holesale Price List FREE. WRITE TODAY! 

“* Friendly Christian Service since 1927"" 
C. W. BOYER CO., Dept ST , Dayton 5, Ohio 





Serving Negroes 


* Day School @ Night School 
« Dormitory discipline for students 
« Free Bible work books and free 
Correspondence School service to— 

e Our southern. Negroes 

¢ Students in Africa 

¢ Prison bound Negroes 

* Negro leaders, many lands 


For greater reward, put your money 
into the message 


* No high salaries 

@ Financial statements sent 

@ Strict economy in use of gifts 

«@ No dunning or begging letters sent 

«@ Accounts audited by Certified Accountant 


Let us be your agents to get the message of 
- Christ to Negroes. Help us with your prayers 
and interest. 


CARVER BIBLE INSTITUTE 
Incorporated 
Station A, Ajlanta, Ga. 


Taimage Payne, Director 


THE SUNDAY SCHOOL TIMES (Lesson for July 28) July 13, 195; 


manifestation of divine grace and power 
waits upon union and agreement in 
prayer on the part of alarmed,- anxious, 
obedient people. We need to take hold 
of God’s willingness by prayer and sup- 
plication in the Spirit. God will raise 
up the right workers if we have the 
right spirit before Him and pray as we 
ought. Pray for Maranatha Bible Con- 
ference, Muskegon, Mich. 


Wed., July 24.—Judges 6:25-32. 
The Faithfulness of Gideon. 


PRAYER SuGGESTIONS: “Gideon .. . did 
as the Lord had said unto him.” Obe- 
dience to God is impossible without 
faith, When one knows God and ex- 
actly what He wants, and does the same 
in faith, hope, and love, he is a faithful 
person. Faithfulness is nothing more or 
less than doing exactly what the Lord 
commands. Is your obedience from 
your heart willingly rendered, unde- 
viating, without mental reservation, and 
consistent? If so, you are indeed blessed 
(Jas. 1:25). Pray for the North Moun- 
tain Bible Conference, Wilkes-Barre, 
Pa, 


Thurs., July 25.—Judges 6:33-40. 
Gideon’s Request. 


PRAYER SUGGESTIONS: “And Gideon 
said unto God, If thou wilt save Israel 











RECHARGE YOUR BODY WITH 
PEP AND STRENGTH FOR 
30 DAYS 2z-our cepense/ 








‘ Feel tired? ... run down?... worn out before your time? Do 


= you come home from 


work too exhausted to enjoy the full com- 


panionship of your family and your friends? Don’t let what may 
be a common and easily corrected nutritional deficiency rob you 


ie. ‘a3 
FREE ‘irr 


of your youthful vigor! 
Vitasafe C.F. Capsules to help you feel healthier, peppier, 
younger! Take advantage now of this sensational free offer! 


Recharge your body with high-potency 


POTENCY CAPSULES 


LIPOTROPIC FACTORS, MINERALS and VITAMINS 


You pay only 25¢ to help cover postage and shipping expense to anywhere in the U.S.A. 
25 PROVEN INGREDIENTS: Choline, Inositol, Methionine, 11 Vitamins plus 11 Minerals 


Order this FREE 30-day supply of high-potency SS See ee eee ee 

Vitasafe Capsules (a $5.00 value) to discover r. by y: yee York 23, N.Y 331-10 ‘I 
how much peppier you may feel after just a few J lest Gist St., New , N.Y. . 

Gaye. You can be fully confident because strict 5¢ _ Please send me free a 30-day supply of the proven *} 
U.S. laws demand that you get exactly what the Je bag + HM Ee? by — . 

label states—pure, safe, beneficial ingredients. Se ‘under any obligation to buy additional vitamins. | 

Amazing Pian Slashes * and after trying my free sample supply, I may 

Vitamin Prices Almost in Half * accept the monthly benefits and substantial sav- ° 


Se Se 2. be ye 4 e satisfied will repost Lg simply by es thee 
amazing new Plan that provides you regularly g* Postcard Provided with tae VITASAFE 
with oe Se Sacigny teem —— and aes * Capsules is mine to use free. A 
ou will need. You. are under no obligation to g* : 
uy anything! If after taking your free Capsules 8« 1 ENCLOSE 25¢ for packing and postage, a 
for three weeks you are not entirely satisfied, I: 
simply return the hand ostcard that comes %. Name. 
with your free supply and that will end the mat- I- 
ter. Otherwise it’s up to us—you don’t have to do °, Address. 
a thing—and we will see that you get your month- §, 
y, supplies * capsules on me Lad as png 8, ~ i City 
wish, a e low money-saving price of only $2. Bata Only one trial supply per family, 
Ger AER (5 SOntED Of COB). a omen aan oo.0* CANADA: 223 Church St., Toronto 2, Ont. 


¢ ings offered by the VITASAFE Plan, of if not fully * 








Zone State. 





by mine hand, as thou hast said, behold ; 
I will put a fleece of wool in the floor?) 
Gideon put out his fleece because 
wanted to be sure of not being mis-) 
taken about the project facing him, 

God always sustains willing workers | 
through their period of struggle with 

doubt. In all that we undertake for) 
the Lord we need the encouragement of 
particular divine providences; God re. 
sponds to willing souls. He did so for” 
Moses and for David and for many — 
others in Scripture. It is all right to test) 
tests. Pray for the Honey Rock Camp, 
Three Lakes, Wis. Q 


Fri., July 26.—Judges 7:1-8. i 
Gideon and the Three Hundred, | 


Prayer SuccesTions: “And the Lord® 
said unto Gideon, By the three hun-] 
dred men ...I will save you, and de. 
liver the Midianites into thine hand.” 
God hates show and ostentation. All 
the great works of God through men 
of the Bible were done through humble 
men, and usually by such means as a 
natural man would think quite unsuitable. 
The heroes of faith are examples in 
point. God seems to be looking for a 
devout group of believers small enough) 
to give Him His deserved honor. and 
praise. All the revivals of the Bible 
were brought into manifestation through 
one man (in each case). God still uses 
the weak to confound the mighty. Pray 
for Lake Superior Bible Camp, Iron- 
wood, Mich, 


Sat., July 27.—Judges 17:19-23. 
Victory Through Obedience. 


PRAYER SuGGESTIONS: “The sword of 
the Lord, and of Gideon.” It takes obe- 
dience along with faith to please God. 
Many who claim to have faith do not 
exhibit the faith they profess to ~have 
in works of faith and labors of love. 
Obedience is the fruit of faith. With- 
out it faith is vain. The path of prayer- 
ful, consistent obedience is the only one 
to revival. Prayer for revival is the | 
preparative for the obedience essential 
in revival. Prayer is the uplook, obe- 
dience the outreach toward the blessing 
of revival. Revival is always new obe- 
dience to God. Pray for the East Iowa 
Bible Conference, Deep River, Iowa. 


Sun., July 28.—Psa. 27:1-6. 
Fearless Faith. 


PRAYER SuccEstTions: “The Lord is 
the strength of my life; of. whom 
shall I be afraid?” Godly fear always 
has God for its object. It is always 
based upon the Scriptures. It mani- 
fests itself in hatred of and departure 
from sin. It is occupied with the great- 
ness, goodness, and faithfulness of 
God, and His will. It is a gift of 
grace; should be asked for and ap- 
propriated by faith. Its language is: 
“T will trust, and not be afraid” (Isa. 
12:2). Pray for the Moody Youth 
Camp, Antioch, Ill. 
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